NACHES  RANGER  DISTRICT
The office phone number is (509) 653-1401.
OFFICE HOURS:  The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours.   Winter office hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The office is closed daily for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.  No permit sales after 4 p.m.
SNOW:  As of April 24, there was 85 inches of snow at Bumping Ridge and 159 inches at Pigtail Peak.  Snow is starting to melt out in the lower elevation areas.
TRAILS:  District trails remain snow covered.  Other locations for those wanting to hike now include Cowiche Canyon in the Yakima area and Ellensburg Canyon.  Many of the trails at lower elevations on or bordering the national forest are muddy due to melting snow and recent rains.  Please refrain from using these trails until they have dried out.  

TRAIL SURVEY WORK:  Forest Service employees and volunteers are surveying trail conditions to determine if restrictions are necessary on motorized use trails.  This effort is intended to minimize trail and resource damage on motorized trails, maintain a quality motorized trail system, provide education about trail misuse, erosion and maintenance requirements, and maintain positive relationships with volunteer and recreational user groups.  Once trail condition reports/surveys are reviewed, and if it is determined that a motorized trail needs to be temporarily closed, it will be closed to all users.  If closures occur, they would have the potential to last from May 1 through June 1.  If trails dry out prior to June 1, they would be reopened.
WATCH OUT FOR:  Watch out for ticks, there are loads of them out this spring!  Rivers and streams are running high with recent hot weather melting the snowpack; please stay away from river banks.  Also, keep children away from swollen rivers and streams.
BUMPING ROAD:  Bumping River Road No. 1800 is now open to street legal motorized vehicles.  However, the road is still covered by snow so expect to encounter snowshoers and skiers on the roadway—PLEASE DRIVE CAREFULLY and RESPONSIBLY.  

Deep Creek Road No. 1808 remains closed to all motorized use at the rock pit, approximately three quarters of a mile past the new bridge.  The road will be re-opening to vehicle traffic once repairs are completed in late spring or early summer.

2012 FLOOD REPAIR PROJECTS:   In May 2011, the Naches and Cle Elum Ranger Districts experienced 100-year flood events impacting 40 roads, multiple campgrounds, and other recreational areas.  The flood damage was so extensive the Forest Service general funds were not sufficient to repair the damaged areas. 

In June 2011, the forest received grant funds from Federal Lands Highway Department to help repair flood damage.  Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads (ERFO), is making it possible for the Naches and Cle Elum Districts to begin to plan and implement flood repair projects.  The intent of the ERFO program is to defray unusually heavy expenses associated with the repair of federally owned roads damaged by natural disaster or catastrophic failure.
The Naches and Cle Elum districts have created an ERFO Team, consisting of specialists and planners, to work on the 10 most heavily damaged road sites on both districts.  The team plans to work on five projects this year and five more in 2013.

The five 2012 ERFO flood repair sites were picked based on the extent of damage and the urgency to address vehicular access.  Following is a list of these sites and their locations.

·  Forest Service Road No. 1808 at mile post 4.2 on the Naches District (located at T15N, R12E, Section 16).  Plans are to begin repairs on Deep Creek Road No. 1808 once weather conditions allow. 

·  Forest Service Road No. 1601 at mile post 0.3 on the Naches District (located at T16N, R15E, Section 30).
·  Forest Service Road No. 3120 at mile post 4.0 on the Cle Elum District (located at T18N, R15E, Section 10). 
· 3100 Road System including mile post 0.9, 1.0, 1.1, 1.6, and 2.2 on the Cle Elum District (located at T17N, R16E, Section 14 and Section 10). 
· Forest Service Road No. 3100 at mile post 10.4 on the Cle Elum District (located at T18N, R15E, Section 22). 
For a more detailed overview of repairs go to www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen and click on Naches or Cle Elum “Find an Area,” then click on the 2012 Flood Repair Projects. 

PLEASANT VALLEY LOOP TRAIL:  This trail remains open for cross-country ski and snowshoe use even though the sno-park signs have been removed.  Snow may be soft in places.
DAY USE SITES ARE CLOSED:  Clear Lake and Boulder Cave Day Use sites are closed for the winter. 
BOULDER CAVE AREA IS CLOSED:  Boulder Cave and the trail and area surrounding the cave are closed for the winter and scheduled to open on May 1.  The day use site will not open until Memorial Day weekend.  
The cave and trail are closed to protect wintering bats from human incursion and to prevent the potential spread of White Nose Syndrome which has been killing bats in the east and southeast states.  To preserve the cave and winter hibernacula for hibernating bats it is essential to close the cave and trail to everyone.
CAMPGROUNDS:  All campgrounds on the district are closed for the winter.  For those who enjoy winter camping, remember no amenities are available and please pack out all you pack in.  Campgrounds will begin opening in late May.
SPRING BURNING:  Spring burning has begun in the Tieton basin area, in and around summer home tracts, and off U.S. Highway 12 in the vicinity of Rimrock Lake.  Burning will continue as long as conditions allow.  For after-hours prescribed burning recorded information please call 509-653-1468.
GROUP RESERVATION SITES:  All Group Reservation sites are managed by the Forest Service and require a reservation through the www.recreation.gov website.  There are NO discounts on group sites.  

	Area
	Group Reservation Sites
	Daily Fee
	Registration Fee

	State Route  410 
	American Ridge Lodge is open for the winter
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	
	
	

	Chinook Pass
	Indian Flat -- Closed
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Pine Needle -- Closed
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	American River Guard Station is open for the winter
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Salmon Cove -- Closed
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Kaner Flat -- Closed
	  $60
	$10

	Highway 12
	South Fork Tieton -- Closed
	  $60
	$10

	White Pass
	
	
	

	White Pass
	Clear Lake North -- Closed
	  $60
	$10
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